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(54) Process for the preparation of a 5,5 f -bi-1 H-tetrazole salt 

(57) A process for the preparation of a 5 t 5 f -bi-1 H- 
tetrazole diammonium salt by dropwiseiy adding the 
aqueous hydrogen peroxide to which a small amount of 
weakly acidic substance has been added, to a starting 
aqueous solution containing hydrogen cyanide or 
sodium cyanide or potassium cyanide, sodium azide 
and a catalytic amount of copper sulfate preferably at a 
low temperature to maintain the pH of the reaction solu- 
tion over a range of from 5 to 6, heating the reaction 
solution to effect the oxidation and cyclization reaction, 
reacting the reaction product with ammonium chloride 
or an aqueous solution thereof, and recovering the 
formed ammonium salt in the form of sparingly soluble 
crystals. The desired product is obtained in a high yield 
and in a high purity from the starting materials which are 
cheaply available and are easy to handle through a 
decreased number of steps, i.e., through a one-pot 
reaction without requiring cumbersome after-treatment. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 (Field of the Invention) 

[0001] The present invention relates to a process for the preparation of a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt that 
is useful as a lowly toxic and easy-to-handle gas-generating agent for air bags and as a high molecular foaming agent. 

10 (Description of the Prior Art) 

[0002] A 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole (BHT) and its salts have a chemical structure represented by the following formula (1 ), 
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X X 



wherein X is a hydrogen atom or a pair of cations. 
[0003] TTiere have been known the following four methods of synthesis. 

(Prior Art 1 , Chemical Abstracts Vol. 31 , 4985) 

[0004] This literature teaches the synthesis of BHT by the reaction expressed by the following formula (2) t 

AgN0 3 

NH 2 NH 2 *H 2 0 HN NH NaN0 2 



NC-CN > 



EtOH H 2 NHN NHNH 2 dil.HN0 3 



^ N N «v» H 2 S ^ N N ^ 

■r w ? — — > ? w ? <2> 



-^s N N -» 

Ag Ag H 



(Prior Art 2, Friederich DE 952,81 1 , 1956) 

so [0005] This literature discloses a method for the preparation of a bistetrazole by reacting a mole of sodium azide or 
hydrogen azide with 2 moles of sodium cyanide or hydrogen cyanide in the presence of a small amount of copper salt, 
and teaches, in the working examples, the recovery of the bistetrazole (BHT) in the form of a bisodium salt (BHT • 2Na) 
by condensing the solution after the reaction. 
[0006] This reaction is expressed by the following formula (3), 
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HCN 35%H 2 Q 2 + 85%HCOOH _ N ^ # J 

NaN 3 cat. CuS0 4 ^ N N 

> Na Na 



* n ^ <f « '5H20 (3) 

N ^ X X N 



70 

(Prior Art 3, Friederich DE 952,811, 1956, USP 2,710,297, 1955) 

[0007] This is the same literature as the one quoted above, and teaches the synthesis of the BHT • 2Na by the 
is reaction in accordance with the following formula (4), 

NaCN * H 2 S0 4 + CH3COOH ^ N N ^ 

NaN3 ? V- < ■ 

30 3 N ^ X X ^N 

Mn0 2 cat.. C11SO4 N N 

Mn 

25 Na 2 C0 3 

II (4) 

1 

Na Na 

30 



•> II 

' x N 
-M11CO3 N N-^ 



35 (Prior Art 4, F. Einberg, J. Org. Chem., 29, (1 954) 2021 ) 

[0008] This literature discloses the synthesis of a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt (BHT • 2NH3) by the reac- 
tion expressed by the following formula (5). 

N N 



45 



Na[C(N0 2 .) 2 CN] 

NaN3 , n ^ x 

NH4CI H 2 0 N- N 

NH4 NH4 



n y (5) 



[0009] The prior art 1 teaches the process for obtaining the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole by separating a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole 
so silver salt through the step of forming an azide of an oxalic acid dihydrazide which is a reaction product of a dicyan and 
a hydrated hydrazine, reacting the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole silver salt with hydrogen sulfide to move it in the form of a silver 
sulfide. However, this process involves complex steps and requires the use of expensive silver salt and hydrogen sulfide 
which is toxic. 

[0010] The prior art 2 teaches the process for synthesizing and isolating the 5,5-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt by 
55 using hydrogen cyanide and sodium azide as starting materials. Since the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt is soluble 
in water, it becomes necessary to conduct the step of after-treatment such as condensation for isolating the 5,5'-bi-1H- 
tetrazole disodium salt from an aqueous solution thereof. Though there has been described that the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole 
disodium salt is isolated from the aqueous solution through the after-treatment such as condensation, there is no 
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description related to the yields and properties of the isolated compound. The present inventors have conducted trace 
experiment of Examples of the prior art 2 to find that the yield was as very low as about 30%. 

[001 1 ] The prior art 3 synthesizes the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt by using sodium cyanide, sodium azide and 
manganese dioxide as an oxidizing agent. However, use of manganese dioxide as an oxidizing agent requires cumber- 
s some after-treatment for removing manganese dioxide. 

[0012] The prior art 4 uses sodium dinitroacetonitrile, sodium azide and ammonium chloride as starting materials 
to isolate the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazoie diammonium salt. However, the reaction time is long, the yield is low and, besides, the 
sodium dinitroacetonitrile which is the starting material is not easily available. 

[0013] Though this can be said for known methods as a whole, when dicyan is used as a starting material, it 
10 becomes necessary to use the reactor for synthesizing dicyan in addition to the reactor for the 5, 5'-bi-1 H-tetrazoie 
diammonium salt, causing the reaction steps and the reaction apparatus to become complex. 

[0014] When the sodium cyanide or hydrogen cyanide is used as a starting material, furthermore, an oxidizing 
agent is necessary. When a metal salt is used as the oxidizing agent, the reaction intermediate product, i.e., 5,5'-bi-1H- 
tetrazole metal salt is isolated from the reaction solution and is decomposed arousing, however, a problem of lengthy 
15 and complex reaction operation. Besides, use of a heavy metal in the reaction system requires the after-treatment for 
its removal, which is a serious problem. 

[0015] In this sense, the method which uses hydrogen peroxide as an oxidizing agent is advantageous but still 
offers a low yield due to the side reaction of cyan and leaves much room for improvement. 

[0016] In order to isolate the 5,5 f -bi-1 H-tetrazole or the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt soluble in water, further- 
20 more, the operation such as condensation is required, causing an increase in the number of the steps. Besides, the 
yield is not satisfactory. 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

25 [001 7] The object of the present invention therefore is to provide a process for the preparation of a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetra- 
zole diammonium salt from the inexpensive and easy-to-handle starting materials through a decreased number of 
steps, i.e., through the one-pot reaction without requiring cumbersome after-treatment yet maintaining a high yield and 
a high purity. 

[001 8] According to the present invention, there is provided a process for the preparation of a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole 
30 diammonium salt by dropwisely adding the aqueous hydrogen peroxide to which a small amount of weakly acidic sub- 
stance has been added, to a starting aqueous solution containing hydrogen cyanide, sodium azide and a catalytic 
amount of copper sulfate preferably at a low temperature to maintain the pH of the reaction solution over a range of from 
5 to 6, heating the reaction solution to effect the oxidation and cyclization reaction, reacting the reaction product with 
ammonium chloride or an aqueous solution thereof, and recovering the formed ammonium salt in the form of sparingly 
35 soluble crystals. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0019] A process for the preparation of a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt (BHT • 2NH 3 ) according to the 
40 present invention has a feature in the combination of: 

i) preparing a starting aqueous solution containing hydrogen cyanide, sodium azide and a catalytic amount of cop- 
per sulfate preferably at a low temperature; 

ii) dropwisely adding the aqueous hydrogen peroxide to which a small amount of weakly acidic substance has been 
45 added, to the starting aqueous solution to maintain the pH of the reaction solution over a range of from 5 to 6; and 

iii) heating the reaction solution to effect the oxidation and cyclization reaction, reacting the reaction product with 
ammonium chloride or an aqueous solution thereof, and recovering the formed ammonium salt in the form of spar- 
ingly soluble crystals. 

so [0020] Though not necessarily limited thereto only, it is considered that the reaction mechanism according to the 
present invention proceeds as represented by the following formula (6), 
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NaCN 
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KCN 
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1) NaN 3 /H 2 0 
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2) CuS0 4 

3) H 2 0 2 /AcOH or HCOOH 



10 



15 



20 



NC-CN 
(Dicyan) 



45-55°C 



1-3 hr. 
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(6) 



NH4 NH4 



5, 5 ' -Bl-lH-tetrazole 
diammonivim salt 



35 [0021 ] According to the present invention, an aqueous solution of starting materials containing hydrogen cyanide, 
sodium azide and a catalytic amount of copper sulfate is formed in advance. It is, therefore, considered that these com- 
ponents are homogeneously dispersed, and the reaction proceeds homogeneously over the whole system, preventing 
the formation of by-products, and contributing to increasing the yields. 

[0022] It is desired that the starting aqueous solution is prepared at a temperature as low as possible and, gener- 
ic ally, at a temperature of not higher than 1 0°C to more effectively prevent the occurrence of side reaction and to prevent 
the leakage of hydrogen cyanide. 

[0023] According to this process, it is also important to dropwisely add the aqueous hydrogen peroxide to which a 
small amount of weakly acidic substance has been added, to the starting aqueous solution to maintain the pH of the 
reaction solution over a range of from 5 to 6. Hydrogen cyanide includes a C ^ N triple bond and invites polymerization 
45 and many other reactions. According to the present invention, hydrogen peroxide is added simultaneously with the addi- 
tion of the weakly acidic substance, and the pH of the reaction solution is maintained to lie over the above-mentioned 
range, in order to enhance the yield and purity by suppressing the side reactions. 

[0024] According to the reaction of the present invention as represented by the above-mentioned formula (6), the 
S.SMdM H-tetrazole disodium salt (BHT • 2Na) is formed through cyclization due to the reaction of sodium azide with 
so hydrogen cyanide dimerized by the oxidation. In general, these reactions proceed successively. These reactions, how- 
ever, may proceed simultaneously. 

[0025] In the present invention, the S.SMdM H-tetrazole disodium salt (BHT • 2Na) that is formed is reacted with 
ammonium chloride in the reaction system. This makes it possible to prepare the S.S'-bM H-tetrazole diammonium salt 
(BHT • 2NH 3 ) maintaining a high yield and a high purity. 
55 [0026] That is, in contrast with the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole and the 5,5'-bi-l H-tetrazole disodium salt which are soluble 
in water, the 5,5'-bM H-tetrazole diammonium salt which is sparingly soluble in water can be isolated through a simple 
operation of subjecting the precipitated crystals of after the reaction to the filtration or to the centrifuge. 
[0027] There is no particular limitation on the method of preparing the starting aqueous solution used in the present 
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invention so far as it has the above-mentioned composition. Described below are the preferred preparation methods to 
which only, however, the invention is in no way limited. 

(1) An aqueous solution of sodium azide is added to an aqueous solution of hydrogen cyanide under the cooled 
5 condition and, then, a catalytic amount of copper sulfate is added thereto to prepare a starting aqueous solution 

(see Examples 1 to 3). This method is excellent concerning the purity and yield of the product. 

(2) Alkali cyanide is neutralized with an equivalent amount of acid, an aqueous solution of sodium azide is added 
to the obtained aqueous solution under the cooled condition and, then, a catalytic amount of copper sulfate is 
added thereto to prepare a starting aqueous solution (see Examples 4 to 9). As the acid, there are used mineral 

w acids such as hydrochloric acid and the like acid. As the alkali cyanide, there is used sodium cyanide or potassium 
cyanide. This method offers such an advantage that the starting cyan is easily available and is easy to handle. 

(3) To a system containing alkali cyanide, sodium azide and water, there is added an equivalent amount of acid with 
respect to the alkali cyanide under the cooled condition. To the obtained aqueous solution is then added a catalytic 
amount of copper sulfate to prepare a starting aqueous solution (see Example 10). This method offers advantages 

15 like the method (2). 

(4) To a system containing alkali cyanide, sodium azide, catalytic amount of copper sulfate and water, there is 
added an equivalent amount of acid with respect to the alkali cyanide under the cooled condition to prepare a start- 
ing aqueous solution (see Example 11). This method offers advantages like the method (2). 

20 [0028] In any one of the above-mentioned methods, it is desired to maintain the temperature of the system over a 
range of from 0 to 1 0°C and, particularly, from 0 to 5°C. 

[0029] In these methods, furthermore, it is desired to so prepare the starting aqueous solution that the molar ratio 
(B/A) of the sodium azide (B) to the hydrogen cyanide or the alkali cyanide (A) is from 1 .0 to 1 .5 from the standpoint of 
yield and purity. 

25 [0030] In the present invention, the aqueous hydrogen peroxide to which a small amount of weakly acidic sub- 
stance has been added, is dropwisely added to the starting aqueous solution to maintain the pH of the reaction solution 
over a range of from 5 to 6. 

[0031] As the weakly acidic substance, there can be preferably used organic carboxylic acid and, particularly, for- 
mic acid or acetic acid. 

30 [0032] It is desired to so add the aqueous hydrogen peroxide that the molar ratio (C/A) of the hydrogen peroxide 
(C) to the hydrogen cyanide or the alkali cyanide (A) is from 0.5 to 1 .0 from the standpoint of yield and purity. 
[0033] The molar ratio of the weakly acidic substance such as acetic acid or formic acid added to the aqueous 
hydrogen peroxide, gives the above-mentioned pH. Here, it is desired that the molar ratio of acetic acid or formic 
acid/hydrogen peroxide = 0.05 to 0.3. 

35 [0034] In the present invention, copper sulfate is used as a catalyst. It is desired that copper sulfate is made present 
in such an amount that the molar ratio (D/C) of the copper sulfate (D) to the hydrogen peroxide (C) is from 0.001 to 0.1 
from the standpoint of yield and purity. 

[0035] In the present invention, the reaction solution containing the above-mentioned components is heated to 
effect the dimerization by the oxidation and to effect the cyciization reaction. It is desired that the heating is conducted 
40 in two steps at a temperature of from 45 to 55°C for 1 to 3 hours and at a temperature of from 85 to 1 05°C for 4 to 1 2 
hours. 

[0036] Trace experiment using the liquid chromatography indicates that the reaction in the former step is forming a 
5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product and the reaction in the latter step is converting this intermediate product into 
a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole. 

45 [0037] In the present invention, the reaction product is reacted with the ammonium chloride or an aqueous solution 
thereof, and the formed ammonium salt is recovered as sparingly soluble crystals. 

[0038] It is desired that the ammonium chloride is so added that the molar ratio (E/A) of the ammonium chloride (E) 
to the alkali cyanide (A) is from 1.0 to 1 .5. 

[0039] As the ammonium chloride, there can be used the ammonium chloride in a solid form or in the form of an 
so aqueous solution. When added in the form of an aqueous solution, there is obtained a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium 
salt having a good crystalline form compared with when the ammonium chloride of the solid form is added. 
[0040] In the present invention, it is desired that the ammonium chloride is added to the reaction system to carry 
out the reaction at a temperature of from room temperature to 100°C for 1 to 3 hours from the standpoint of forming a 
5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt maintaining a good yield. 
55 [0041] The hydrogen cyanide or sodium cyanide or potassium cyanide, sodium azide, hydrogen peroxide, copper 
sulfate and ammonium chloride used for the reaction of the present invention may be those that are industrially pro- 
duced. The copper sulfate used as the catalyst will be copper sulfate only, a mixture of copper sulfate and ferric sulfate 
or hydrates thereof. The molar ratio of ferric sulfate/copper sulfate is from 0.1 to 0.5. 



6 

1NSDOCID: <EP 1016662A1 I > 



EP 1 016 662 A1 



[0042] According to the present invention, the step of synthesizing the desired 5, 5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium 
salt from the starting materials can be carried out relying on the one-pot reaction. Moreover, the 5 ( 5'-bi-1H-tetrazole 
diammonium salt can be provided through a very simple operation of filtering and isolating the precipitated crystals 
maintaining a yield of as high as 70 to 85%. That is, a one-pot synthesis route is established for synthesizing the desired 
5 5,5-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt without isolating the intermediate product. 

EXAMPLES 

[0043] The invention will now be concretely described by way of Examples to which only, however, the invention is 
10 in no way limited. 

[0044] The 5, 5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole, 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product and hydrogen azide were analyzed 
relying on the high performance liquid chromatography, and hydrogen cyanide was analyzed relying on the gas chro- 
matography. The content of the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt in the obtained crystals was found relying on the 
HCI0 4 titration (%) and the high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC area %). 

15 

(Example 1) 

[0045] An aqueous solution of 14.05 g (0.518 mole) of 99.7% hydrogen cyanide and 1 10.0 g of H 2 0 was cooled to 
0°C, and to which was dropwisely added an aqueous solution of 37. 1 2 g (0.570 mole) of 99.8% sodium azide and 1 00.0 

20 g of H 2 0 at a dropping temperature of from -4 to 0°C over a period of 10 minutes. Next, 0.52 g (0.002 mole) of a 99.5% 
pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was added thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 26.87 
g (0.280 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen peroxide, 26.0 g of H 2 0 and 2.69 g (0.052 mole) of 88.5% formic acid at a dropping 
temperature of from -1 to 5°C over a period of 45 minutes. The pH of the reaction solution was 5 to 6. After the dropwise 
addition has been finished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for one hour, and the temperature of 

25 the reaction solution was elevated to 30°C. Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 
5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90°C for 6 hours to convert the 5-cyano-1H- 
tetrazole intermediate product into a S.S'-bM H-tetrazole. The decreased amount of the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole interme- 
diate product and the formed amount of the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole were found by the high performance liquid chromatog- 
raphy to trace the reaction. After a 5, 5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt has been synthesized, 30.8 g (0.570 mole) of 

30 99.0% ammonium chloride was added in the solid form to the reaction solution to carry out the reaction at 50°C for 2 
hours. Thereafter, the reaction solution was cooled down to 10°C t stirred for 30 minutes, and the precipitated crystals 
were filtered and were washed with 50.3 g of cold water to isolate 46.50 g of wet crystals. After dried at 50°C for 10 
hours under a reduced pressure, there were obtained 26.72 g of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals. There 
remained 0.53% by weight or 2.58 g (0.01 5 mole) of the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt in 486.37 g of the isolated 

35 mother liquor plus washing water. 



40 



Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals: 


Content: HCIO4 titration- 
Yield of crystals: 


95.37% HPLC area %: 98.89% 
57.2% [based on hydrogen cyanide], 
51 .9% [based on sodium azide] 



45 

(Example 2) 

[0046] An aqueous solution of 13.60 g (0.502 mole) of 99.7% hydrogen cyanide and 1 10.0 g of H 2 0 was cooled to 
0°C, and to which was dropwisely added an aqueous solution of 35.98 g (0.552 mole) of 99.8% sodium azide and 100.0 

50 g of H 2 0 at a dropping temperature of from 0 to 5°C over a period of 10 minutes. Next, 0.50 g (0.002 mole) of a 99.5% 
pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was added thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 25.60 
g (0.271 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen peroxide, 25.1 g of H 2 0 and 3.04 g (0.050 mole) of 99% acetic acid at a dropping 
temperature of from 2 to 7°C over a period of one hour. The pH of the reaction solution was 5 to 6. After the dropwise 
addition has been finished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for one hour, and the temperature of 

55 the reaction solution was elevated to 35°C. Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 
5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90°C for 6 hours to convert the 5-cyano-1H- 
tetrazole intermediate product into a 5,5*-bi-1 H-tetrazole. After a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt has been synthe- 
sized, an aqueous solution of 29.84 g (0.552 mole) of 99.0% ammonium chloride and 70.0 g of H 2 0 was added to the 
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reaction solution at a dropping temperature of 80°C over a period of one hour. THereafter, the reaction solution was 
cooled from 80°C down to 7°C over a period of 2.5 hours, so that the crystals were precipitated. The precipitated crys- 
tals were filtered and were washed with 50.0 g of cold water to isolate 46.55 g of wet crystals. Since ammonium chloride 
was dropwisely added in the form of an aqueous solution to the reaction solution, the crystals were favorably separated 
compared with Example 1 . After dried at 50°C for 5 hours under a reduced pressure, there were obtained 29.21 g of 
5,5'-bi-1H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals. There remained 0.33% by weight or 1.36 g (0.008 mole) of the 5,5'-bi- 
1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt in 41 1 .22 g of the isolated mother liquor plus washing water. 



10 
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Analysis of 5,5 T -bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals: 


Content: HCIO4 titration: 
Yield of crystals: 


98.24% HPLC area %: 99.79% 
66.4% [based on hydrogen cyanide], 
60.4% [based on sodium azide] 



20 



25 



30 



35 



(Example 3) 

[0047] An aqueous solution of 27.05 g (0.998 mole) of 99.7% hydrogen cyanide and 21 0.0 g of H 2 0 was cooled to 
0°C, and to which was dropwisely added an aqueous solution of 78.07 g (1 .1 97 mole) of 99.7% sodium azide and 190.0 
g ofH 2 0 at a dropping temperature of from -1 to 7°C over a period of 10 minutes. Next, 2.50 g (0.01 0 mole) of a 99.5% 
pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was added thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 51 .87 
g (0.539 mole) of 35.3% hydrogen peroxide, 50.0 g of H 2 0 and 6.00 g (0.100 mole) of 99% acetic acid at a dropping 
temperature of from 3 to 1 7°C over a period of 45 minutes. The pH of the reaction solution was 5 to 6. After the dropwise 
addition has been finished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for one hour, and the temperature of 
the reaction solution was elevated to 40°C. Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 
5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90°C for 2 hours and, then, 4 hours under the 
heated condition with refluxing to convert the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product into a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole. 
After a 5 5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt has been synthesized, an aqueous solution of 64.69 g (1 .197 mole) of 99.0% 
ammonium chloride and 180.0 g of H s O was dropwisely added to the reaction solution at a dropping temperature of 
80°C over a period of 45 minutes. Thereafter, the reaction solution was cooled from 80°C down to 7°C over a period of 
2.0 hours to precipitate the crystals. The precipitated crystals were filtered and were washed with 100.0 g of cold water 
to isolate 96.56 g of wet crystals. After dried at 50°C for 5 hours under a reduced pressure, there were obtained 73.26 
g of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals. There remained 0.25% by weight or 2.14 g (0.012 mole) of the 5,5'- 
bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt in 854.23 g of the isolated mother liquor plus washing water. 



Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals: 


Content: HCI0 4 titration 
Yield of crystals: 


98.05% HPLC area %: 99.37% 
84.2% [based on hydrogen cyanide], 
70.2% [based on sodium azide] 



(Example 4) 

[0048] An aqueous solution of 50.91 g (1 .00 mole) of 96.4% sodium cyanide and 230.0 g of H 2 0 was cooled to be 
not higher than 10°C, and was neutralized by the dropwise addition of 106.0 g (1.00 mole) of 34.4% hydrochloric acid 
at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 7°C over a period of 30 minutes. Thereafter, an aqueous solution of 71 .73 g (1 . 1 0 
moles) of 99.8% sodium azide and 180.1 g of H 2 0 was dropwisely added thereto at a dropping temperature of from 4 
to 7°C over a period of 10 minutes. Next, 1 .00 g (0.004 mole) of a 99.5% pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was added 
thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 51.72 g (0.54 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen peroxide, 
50 04 g of H 2 0 and 6.01 g (0.10 mole) of 99% acetic acid at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 10°C over a period of 
40 minutes. The pH of the reaction solution was 5 to 6. After the dropwise addition has been finished, the reaction solu- 
tion was stirred at room temperature for one hour, and the temperature of the reaction solution was elevated to 20°C. 
Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product. 
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and was further reacted at 90°C for 6 hours to convert the 5-cyano-1H-tetrazole intermediate product into a 5,5'-bi-lH- 
tetrazole. After a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt has been synthesized, an aqueous solution of 59.49 g (1 .10 moles) 
of 99.0% ammonium chloride and 1 58.9 g of H 2 0 was added to the reaction solution at a dropping temperature of 80°C 
over a period of 1.25 hours. Thereafter, the reaction solution was cooled from 80°C down to 9°C over a period of 2.5 
5 hours to precipitate the crystals. The precipitated crystals were filtered and were washed with 99.7 g of cold water to 
isolate 102.7 g of wet crystals. After dried at 50°C for 10 hours under a reduced pressure, there were obtained 56.53 g 
of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals. There remained 0.27% by weight or 2.57 g (0.015 molr) of the 5,5'-bi- 
1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt in 948.87 g of the isolated mother liquor plus washing water. 

10 



Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals: 


Content: HCI0 4 titration: 
Yield of crystals: 


95.88% HPLC area %: 99.72% 
62.9% (based on sodium cyanide], 
57.2% [based on sodium azide] 



(Example 5) 

20 

[0049] An aqueous solution of 50.82 g (1 .00 mole) of 96.4% sodium cyanide and 230.0 g of H 2 0 was cooled to be 
not higher than 1 0°C, and was neutralized by the dropwise addition of 1 05.8 g (1 .00 mole) of 34.4% hydrochloric acid 
at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 12°C over a period of 25 minutes. Thereafter, an aqueous solution of 71.71 g 
(1 .10 moles) of 99.8% sodium azide and 181 .3 g of H 2 0 was dropwisely added thereto at a dropping temperature of 

25 from 5 to 7°C over a period of 1 5 minutes. Next, 1 .00 g (0.004 mole) of a 99.5% pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was 
added thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 51 .85 g (0.54 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen perox- 
ide, 50.04 g of H 2 0 and 6.01 g (0. 1 0 mole) of 99% acetic acid at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 1 0°C over a period 
of 30 minutes. After the dropwise addition has been finished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for 
one hour, and the temperature of the reaction solution was elevated to 29°C. Then, the reaction solution was cooled 

30 again, and to which was dropwisely added a mixture solution of 25.93 g (0.27 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen peroxide, 25.02 
g of H 2 0 and 3.00 g (0.05 mole) of 99% acetic acid at a dropping temperature of from 4 to 8°C over a period of 30 min- 
utes. The pH of the reaction solution was from 5 to 6. After the dropwise addition has been finished, the reaction solu- 
tion was stirred at room temperature for one hour, and the temperature of the reaction solution was elevated to 19°C. 
Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, 

35 and was further reacted at 90°C for 6 hours to convert the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product into a S.S'-bi-l H- 
tetrazole. After a 5,5*-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt has been synthesized, an aqueous solution of 59.45 g (1.10 moles) 
of 99.0% ammonium chloride and 1 58.9 g of H 2 0 was added to the reaction solution at a dropping temperature of 80°C 
over a period of 1 .25 hours. Thereafter, the reaction solution was cooled from 80°C down to 8°C over a period of 2.0 
hours to precipitate the crystals. The precipitated crystals were filtered and were washed with 100.2 g of cold water to 

io isolate 91 .66 g of wet crystals. After dried at 50°C for 10 hours under a reduced pressure, there were obtained 60.21 g 
of 5,5*-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals. There remained 0.24% by weight or 2.43 g (0.014 mole) of the 5,5'-bi- 
1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt in 1013.1 g of the isolated mother liquor plus washing water. 



45 



Analysis of 5,5*-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals: 


Content: HCIO4 titration: 
Yield of crystals: 


96.75% HPLC area %: 98.15% 
67.7% [based on sodium cyanide], 
61.5% [based on sodium azide] 



(Example 6) 

55 [0050] An aqueous solution of 50.84 g (1 .00 mole) of 96.4% sodium cyanide and 230.0 g of H 2 0 was cooled to be 
not higher than 10°C, and was neutralized by the dropwise addition of 105.8 g (1.00 mole) of 34.4% hydrochloric acid 
at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 10°C over a period of 30 minutes. Thereafter, an aqueous solution of 71.67 g 
(1.10 moles) of 99.8% sodium azide and 180.0 g of H 2 0 was dropwisely added thereto at a dropping temperature of 
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from 4 to 7°C over a period of 15 minutes. Next, 1 .00 g (0.004 mole) of a 99.5% pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was 
added thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 51 .85 g (0.54 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen perox- 
ide, 50.00 g of H 2 0 and 6.12 g (0.10 mole) of 99% acetic acid at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 9°C over a period 
of 30 minutes. After the dropwise addition has been finished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for 
one hour, and the temperature of the reaction solution was elevated to 28°C. Then, the reaction solution was reacted 
at 40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90°C for 12 
hours to convert the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product into a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole. After a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole 
disodium salt has been synthesized, an aqueous solution of 59.43 g (1.10 moles) of 99.0% ammonium chloride and 
160.00 g of H 2 0 was added to the reaction solution at a dropping temperature of 80°C over a period of 1 .0 hour. There- 
after, the reaction solution was cooled from 80°C down to 10°C over a period of 2.0 hours to precipitate the crystals. 
The precipitated crystals were filtered and were washed with 100.0 g of cold water to isolate 94.93 g of wet crystals. 
After dried at 50°C for 10 hours under a reduced pressure, there were obtained 64.23 g of 5,5 f -bi-1 H-tetrazole diammo- 
nium salt crystals. There remained 0.34% by weight or 3.27 g (0.019 mole) of the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt 
in 960.01 g of the isolated mother liquor plus washing water. 



Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals: 


Content: HCI0 4 titration: 
Yield of crystals: 


97.12% HPLC area%: 99.77% 
72.5% [based on sodium cyanide], 
66.0% [based on sodium azide] 



25 (Example 7) 

[0051 ] An aqueous solution of 50.85 g (1 .00 mole) of 96.4% sodium cyanide and 230.1 g of H a O was cooled to be 
not higher than 10°C, and was neutralized by the dropwise addition of 106.1 g (1.00 mole) of 34.4% hydrochloric acid 
at a dropping temperature of from 2 to 8°C over a period of 30 minutes. Thereafter, an aqueous solution of 71 .73 g (1 . 1 0 

30 moles) of 99.7% sodium azide and 180.1 g of H 2 0 was dropwisely added thereto at a dropping temperature of from 1 
to 4°C over a period of 1 5 minutes. Next, 1 .00 g (0.004 mole) of a 99.5% pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was added 
thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 51.78 g (0.54 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen peroxide, 
50.08 g of H 2 0 and 6.00 g (0.10 mole) of 99% acetic acid at a dropping temperature of from 2 to 10°C over a period of 
70 minutes. After the dropwise addition has been finished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for one 

35 hour, and the temperature of the reaction solution was elevated to 33°C. Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 
40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90°C for 2 hours 
and, then, for another 5 hours under the heated condition with refluxing to convert the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermedi- 
ate product into a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole. After a 5,5*-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt has been synthesized, an aqueous 
solution of 59.42 g (1 . 10 moles) of 99.0% ammonium chloride and 1 60.00 g of H 2 0 was added to the reaction solution 

40 at a dropping temperature of 80°C over a period of 40 minutes. Thereafter, the reaction solution was cooled from 80°C 
down to 10°C over a period of 2.0 hours to precipitate the crystals. The precipitated crystals were filtered and were 
washed with 100.0 g of cold water to isolate 96.12 g of wet crystals. After dried at 50°C for 10 hours under a reduced 
pressure, there were obtained 65.99 g of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals. There remained 0.32% by 
weight or 3.10 g (0.018 mole) of the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt in 950.26 g of the isolated mother liquor plus 

45 washing water. 



Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals: 


Content: HCIO4 titration: 
Yield of crystals: 


96.1 1% HPLC area %: 99.65% 
73.7% [based on sodium cyanide], 
67.0% [based on sodium azide] 



55 

(Example 8) 

[0052] An aqueous solution of 50.85 g (1 .00 mole) of 96.4% sodium cyanide and 230. 1 g of H 2 0 was cooled to be 
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not higher than 10°C. and was neutralized by the dropwise addition of 106.2 g (1.00 mole) of 34.4% hydrochloric acid 
at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 8°C over a period of 30 minutes. Thereafter, an aqueous solution of 71 .67 g (1 .1 0 
moles) of 99.8% sodium azide and 180.1 g of HaO was dropwisely added thereto at a dropping temperature of from 1 
to 4°C over a period of 1 5 minutes. Next, 2.51 g (0.010 mole) of a 99.5% pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was added 

5 thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 51 .86 g (0.54 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen peroxide. 
50.14 g of H 2 0 and 6.10 g (0.10 mole) of 99% acetic acid at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 1 0°C over a period of 
one hour. After the dropwise addition has been f inished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for one 
hour, and the temperature of the reaction solution was elevated to 28°C. Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 
40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90°C for 6 hours 

to to convert the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product into a 5.5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole. After a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diso- 
dium salt has been synthesized, an aqueous solution of 59.52 g (1.10 moles) of 99.0% ammonium chloride and 160.00 
g of H 2 0 was dropwisely added to the reaction solution at a dropping temperature of 80°C over a period of one hour. 
Thereafter, the reaction solution was cooled from 80°C down to 6°C over a period of 2.5 hours to precipitate the crys- 
tals. The precipitated crystals were filtered and were washed with 99.8 g of cold water to isolate 1 03.5 g of wet crystals. 

1S After dried at 50°C for 9 hours under a reduced pressure, there were obtained 65.33 g of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammo- 
nium salt crystals. There remained 0.38% by weight or 3.63 g (0.021 mole) of the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt 
in 955.57 g of the isolated mother liquor plus washing water. 



*20 





Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crys- 
tals: 




Content: 


HCIO4 titration: 97.15% 


25 




HPLC area %: 99.36% 




Yield of crystals: 


73.7% [based on sodium cyanide], 






67.1% [based on sodium azide] 



30 

(Example 9) 

[0053] An aqueous solution of 50.86 g (1 .00 mole) of 96.4% sodium cyanide and 230.0 g of H 2 0 was cooled to be 
not higher than 10°C. and was neutralized by the dropwise addition of 106.1 g (1 .00 mole) of 34.4% hydrochloric acid 

35 at a dropping temperature of from 2 to 8°C over a period of 30 minutes. Thereafter, an aqueous solution of 71 .78 g (1 .1 0 
moles) of 99.7% sodium azide and 180.0 g of H 2 0 was dropwisely added thereto at a dropping temperature of from 1 
to 5°C over a period of 1 5 minutes. Next, 2.50 g (0.01 0 mole) of a 99.5% pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was added 
thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 52.05 g (0.54 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen peroxide, 
50.01 g of H 2 0 and 6.04 g (0.10 mole) of 99% acetic acid at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 9°C over a period of 

40 one hour. After the dropwise addition has been finished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for one 
hour, and the temperature of the reaction solution was elevated to 30°C. Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 
40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90°C for 2 hours 
and for another 5 hours under the heated condition with refluxing to convert the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate 
product into a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole. After a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt has been synthesized, an aqueous solution 

45 of 59.43 g (1 - 1 0 moles) of 99.0% ammonium chloride and 1 59.70 g of H 2 0 was added to the reaction solution at a drop- 
ping temperature of 80°C over a period of one hour. Thereafter, the reaction solution was cooled from 80°C down to 
1 0°C over a period of 2.0 hours to precipitate the crystals. The precipitated crystals were filtered and were washed with 
100.0 g of cold water to isolate 1 19.5 g of wet crystals. After dried at 50°C for 9 hours under a reduced pressure, there 
were obtained 71.21 g of S.S'-bi-l H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals. There remained 0.38% by weight or 3.08 g 

so (0.01 8 mole) of the 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt in 935.25 g of the isolated mother liquor plus washing water. 



Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals: 
Content: HCIO4 titration: 96.7% HPLC area %: 100.00% 
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(continued) 



Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals: 


Yield of crystals: 


80.0% [based on sodium cyanide], 
72.7% [based on sodium azide] 



(Example 10) 

[0054] 101 68 Grams (2.00 moles) of 96.4% sodium cyanide, 143.46 g (2.20 moles) of 99.8% sodium azide and 
460 1 7 g of H s O were simultaneously fed intoa 2-liter flask, cooled to be not higher than 1 0°C. and were neutralized by 
the dropwise addition of 204.9 g (2.00 moles) of 35.6% hydrochloric acid equivalent to the sodium cyanide at a dropping 
temperature of from 5 to 9°C over a period of 55 minutes. Thereafter, a mixture solution of 5.01 g (0.020 mole) of a 
99 5% pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) and 20.07 g of H a O was dropwisely added thereto at a dropping temperature 
of from -2 to 2°C over a period of 5 minutes. Next, a mixture solution of 106.10 g (1 -08 moles) of 34.6% hydrogen per- 
oxide and 12.09 g (0.20 mole) of 99% acetic acid was added thereto at a dropping temperature of from -4 to 12°C over 
a period of 1 5 hours. After the dropwise addition has been f inished, the reaction solution was stirred at room tempera- 
ture for one hour, and the temperature of the reaction solution was elevated to 40°C. Then, the reaction solution was 
reacted at 40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90°C 
for 2 hours and for another 5 hours under the heated condition with ref luxing to convert the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole inter- 
mediate product into a 5,5--bi-1 H-tetrazole. After a 5.5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt has been synthesized, an aqueous 
solution of 1 18 9 g (2.20 moles) of 99.0% ammonium chloride and 328.3 g of H 2 0 was added to the reaction solution 
at a dropping temperature of 80°C over a period of 1.8 hours. Thereafter, the reaction solution was cooled from 80-C 
down to 10°C over a period of 2.0 hours to precipitate the crystals. The precipitated crystals were filtered and were 
washed with 1 99.6 g of cold water to isolate 1 73.28 g of wet crystals. After dried at 50°C for 1 0 hours under a reduced 
pressure, there were obtained 1 42.04 g of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals. 



Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crys- 
tals: 


Content: 

Yield of crystals: 


HCIO4 titration: 96.96% 
HPLC area %: 99.68% 
80.0% [based on sodium cyanide], 
72.7% [based on sodium azide] 



(Example 11) 

[0055] 50.89 Grams (1 .00 mole) of 96.4% sodium cyanide, 71 .78 g (1.10 moles) of 99.8% sodium azide and 230.0 
g of H 2 0 were simultaneously fed into a 1 -liter flask, cooled to be not higher than 10°C, and were neutralized by the 
dropwise addition of 1 02.0 g (1 .00 mole) of 35.8% hydrochloric acid equivalent to the sodium cyanide at a dropping tem- 
perature of from 2 to 8°C over a period of 30 minutes. Thereafter, a mixture solution of 2.50 g (0.01 0 moie) of a 99.5% 
pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) and 10.45 g of H 2 0 was dropwisely added thereto at a dropping temperature of from 
2 to 3°C over a period of 2 minutes. Next, a mixture solution of 53.13 g (0.54 moie) of 34.6% hydrogen peroxide and 
6 02 g (0. 1 0 moie) of 99% acetic acid was added thereto at a dropping temperature of from 3 to 20°C over a period of 
45 minutes After the dropwise addition has been finished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for one 
hour, and the temperature of the reaction solution was elevated to 40°C. Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 
40°C for 2 hours to synthesize a 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90°C for 2 hours 
and for another 5 hours under the heated condition with refluxing to convert the 5-cyano-1H-tetrazoIe intermediate 
product into a 5.5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole. After a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt has been synthesized, an aqueous solution 
of 59.40 g (1 .1 0 moles) of 99.0% ammonium chloride and 1 60.7 g of H 2 0 was added to the reaction solution at a drop- 
ping temperature of 80°C over a period of one hour. Thereafter, the reaction solution was cooled from 80°C down to 
8°C over a period of 2.0 hours to precipitate the crystals. The precipitated crystals were filtered and were washed with 
100.1 g of cold water to isolate 98.23 g of wet crystals. After dried at 50°C for 10 hours under a reduced pressure, there 
were obtained 65.83 g of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt crystals. 
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Analysis of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole cliammonium salt crystals: 


Content: HCIO4 titration: 
Yield of crystals: 


97.53% HPLC area %: 99.15% 
74.0% [based on sodium cyanide], 
67.3% [based on sodium azide] 



(Reference Example 1) [Synthesis of 5,5*-bi-1 H-tetrazole disodium salt] 

[0056] An aqueous solution of 26.70 g (0.985 mole) of 99.7% hydrogen cyanide and 210.0 g of H 2 0 was cooled to 
0°C, and to which was dropwisely added an aqueous solution of 69.04 g (1.059 moles) of 99.7% sodium azide and 

is 170.0 g of H 2 0 at a dropping temperature of from 2 to 9°C over a period of 10 minutes. Next, 0.99 g (0.004 mole) of a 
99.5% pentahydrate of copper sulfate (II) was added thereto, followed by the dropwise addition of a mixture solution of 
51.21 g (0.532 mole) of 35.5% hydrogen peroxide, 50.0 g of H 2 0 and 5.12 g (0.098 mole) of 88.5% formic acid at a 
dropping temperature of from 3 to 8°C over a period of 45 minutes. The pH of the reaction solution was 5 to 6. After the 
dropwise addition has been finished, the reaction solution was stirred at room temperature for one hour, and the tem- 

20 perature of the reaction solution was elevated to 30°C. Then, the reaction solution was reacted at 40 to 45°C for one 
hour to synthesize a 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product, and was further reacted at 90 to 95°C for one hour and 
for another two hours under the heated condition with ref luxing to convert the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate prod- 
uct into a 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole. However, the 5-cyano-1 H-tetrazole intermediate product remained in the reaction solu- 
tion. The reaction solution was then condensed under a reduced pressure, and was cooled down to 10°C to isolate wet 

25 crystals. After dried at 50°C for 1 0 hours under a reduced pressure, there were obtained 28.70 g of 5,5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole 
disodium salt crystals, yield, 32.0%. 

Claims 

A process for the preparation of a 5, 5'-bi-1 H-tetrazole diammonium salt which comprises: 

(i) providing an aqueous solution containing hydrogen cyanide, sodium azide and a catalytic amount of copper 
sulfate; 

(ii) adding, optionally dropwise, aqueous hydrogen peroxide and a weakly acidic substance to maintain the pH 
of the reaction from 5 to 6; 

(iii) heating the reaction to effect oxidation and cydization; 

(iv) reacting the reaction product with ammonium chloride or with an aqueous solution thereof; and 

(v) recovering formed ammonium salt. 

A process according to daim 1 , wherein the aqueous solution provided in step (i) is obtained by adding an aqueous 
solution of sodium azide to an aqueous solution of hydrogen cyanide under a cooled condition and, then, adding a 
catalytic amount of copper sulfate thereto. 

A process according to claim 1, wherein the aqueous solution provided in step (i) is obtained by neutralizing an 
alkali cyanide with an equivalent amount of an acid under a cooled condition, adding an aqueous solution of sodium 
azide to the obtained aqueous solution under the cooled condition, and adding a catalytic amount of copper sulfate 
thereto. 

A process according to daim 1 , wherein the aqueous solution provided in step (i) is obtained by adding an acid to 
a system that contains alkali cyanide, sodium azide and water under a cooled condition, said acid being added in 
an amount equivalent to the amount of the alkali cyanide, and, then, adding a catalytic amount of copper sulfate to 
the obtained aqueous solution. 

A process according to daim 1 , wherein the aqueous solution provided in step (i) is obtained by adding an acid to 
a system that contains alkali cyanide, sodium azide, a catalytic amount of copper sulfate and water under a cooled 
condition, said acid being added in an amount equivalent to the amount of the alkali cyanide. 

A process according to any preceding claim, wherein the aqueous solution provided in step (i) is so prepared that 
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the molar ratio (B/A) of the sodium azide (B) to the hydrogen cyanide or the alkali cyanide (A) is from 1 .0 to 1 .5. 

7. A process according to any preceding claim, wherein the aqueous hydrogen peroxide is so added that the molar 
ratio (C/A) of the hydrogen peroxide (C) to the hydrogen cyanide or the alkali cyanide (A) is from 0.5 to 1 .0. 

5 

8. A process according to any preceding claim, wherein copper sulfate is made present so that the molar ratio (D/C) 
of the copper sulfate (D) to the hydrogen peroxide (C) is from 0.001 to 0.1 . 

9. A process according to any preceding claim, wherein the reaction solution is heated in step (iii) in two steps at a 
w temperature of from 45 to 55 °C fori to 3 hours and, then, at a temperature of from 85 to 1 05 °C for 4 to 1 2 hours. 

1 0. A process according to any preceding claim, wherein the ammonium chloride is so added that the molar ratio (E/A) 
of the ammonium chloride (E) to the hydrogen cyanide or the alkali cyanide (A) is from 1 .0 to 1 .5. 

is 1 1 . A process according to any preceding claim, wherein the ammonium chloride is added to carry out the reaction in 
step (iv) at a temperature of from room temperature to 100°C for 1 to 3 hours. 

12. A process according to any preceding claim, wherein the weakly acidic substance used in step (ii) is acetic acid or 
formic acid. 

20 

13. A process according to claim 12, wherein the acetic acid or the formic acid is added to the aqueous hydrogen per- 
oxide, and at such a moiar ratio that acetic acid or formic acid/hydrogen peroxide b 0.05 to 0.3. 



25 
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